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penalty, which are absolutely contrary to
Poland’s membership of the European Union.

In Polish schools, “unpatriotic” authors, and
books by Goethe, Kafka and Dostoevsky, have
been removed from children’s reading lists as
part of an attempt at the “purification of Polish
culture”. Science lessons have taught that Dar-
winism is “a literary fiction”. Another crude
fantasy propagated by Law and Justice — that
the Solidarity leader Lech Walesa conspired
with rather than helped defeat communism in
Poland — demonstrates how little truth matters
toits leaders.

Pankowski shows how Kaminski’s well-
publicised visit to a Friends of Israel event at
last year’s Conservative party conference mir-
rors previous attempts by Law and Justice to
change its image by making overtures to Israel.
These did not prevent it from alleging that Is-
rael was responsible for the Iraq war and that
the attacks of 11 September 2001 were part of a
Jewish conspiracy.

This book’s credibility comes not simply
from the author’s success in unearthing previ-
ously hidden material, but in its serious analy-
sis of the historical, economic and cultural fac-
tors behind the emergence of Law and Justice,
which is examined in the context of its links to
other far-right parties and movements in
Poland. Pankowski argues convincingly that
Polish conservatives made a grave mistake in
ending the “cordon sanitaire” against the ex-
treme right, allowing it to break out of political
isolation. It is chilling that Britain’s Conserva-
tives are doing exactly the same.

Tellingly, the book makes a distinction be-
tween right-wing parties in Poland that promote
the politics of “love”, such as the governing
centre-right Civic Platform, and those, such as
Law and Justice, that promote the politics of
“hate”. Cameron should ask himself: why have
Britain’s Tories chosen the latter? @
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