Letter to The Comet, published 4 February 2010
It seems quite ironic that in a week when North Herts District Council talks about so-called efficiency savings it is still spending vast amounts on consultants. 

The council seems to be in raptures over saving £1 million and an increase in Council Tax of 1.5 per cent. 

The spending on consultants seems to show that there still appears to be many hidden costs in the council's budget. 

It seems ridiculous to be spending £1.5 million on consultants when the council is wielding the axe elsewhere and probably seeing cuts to services which residents see as essential. 

It appears I am not alone in raising concern about costs on consultants. 

As was seen in last week's story even the local Conservative MP says residents would be angered over such costs which have been incurred, it has to be said, by a Conservative administration on the council. 

Meanwhile, the Conservative-controlled Herts County Council has decided on a zero increase in Council Tax. Is this a cynical way of gaining votes in this year's General Election? 

But being less cynical, it will probably mean a cut in vital services and the loss of jobs. 

We realise times are difficult, but our councils locally need to use more imagination when deciding on budgets and look at where savings are more appropriate. 

David Kirkman 

Prospective Labour Parliamentary candidate 

North East Hertfordshire 
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